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forty or fifty years while land in China had been tilled for
thousands of years, and is still fertile. I adopted the policy
of taking nothing off the ranch. I raised stuff and fed it to
the stock. I got the first manure-spreader ever seen up there.
I set men to work clearing the brush and turning the brush
land into tillable fields. Here is the desperate situation in
this country which makes correct farming certain of good
returns: in ten years the mouths to feed in the United
States have increased by sixteen millions. In that ten years
the number of hogs, sheep, dairy cows, and beef cattle have
actually decreased on account of the breaking up of large
ranches into small farms. The rancher who gets good stock
and who conserves and builds up his soil is assured of success."

By working his eleven hundred acres he was able to give
men jobs, to enable them to earn a living. He instructed
Eliza that on no condition was she to turn away any man
looking for work until he had earned three or four days'
wages, and eaten three or four days' square meals. If there
was no work for the man, she was to make work, to set him
clearing stones off the hillsides, or building fences between
fields. To Form, supervising the building of the Wolf House
he said, " Forni, never let any man go away without three
or four days' work, and if he's a good man, keep him."
Convicts in Folsom and San Quentin prisons who could be
paroled if they had a job to go to wrote him asking to be
hired. He nearly always advised the prison authorities that
he would give the paroled man a job, refusing only when
he had no bed or corner of a cottage to provide. One applying
convict who was refused wrote back saying, "You don't
have to be afraid to let me work around the house. I wouldn't
steal anything, I'm only a murderer." Most of the time there
were ten paroled convicts working and living on the ranch.

By the time his ranching activities reached their height
in 1913, his pay-roll had reached the staggering figure of
three thousand dollars a month. He was employing fifty-
three men for farm work and thirty-five on the Wolf House,
providing a living for nearly a hundred men and their
families, or a round five hundred human souls. On pay-day